Post-it / Stop and Jot Options

While you read the book, track your thinking by choosing any of the following options that work best in that part of the book where you have stopped. 

CONNECTION

-Is there an event, person, or place in the book that reminds you of your experiences or reminds you of another book you have read/has been read aloud to you? Explain.

-Think of the read aloud from class, do the characters or lessons they learned seem similar to your book? Explain similarities. 
-Read the author’s biography in book (or research author online). Do you see any connections from the author’s life to the characters in the book/plot of story? 

VISUALIZATION

-How does the character walk? Dress? What does he/she look like? 

PREDICTION
-Based on character behavior: look across chapters and ask how has the character acted in the past to certain situations, then make a guess using this past information for how the character may act coming up. 

Check back in, if your prediction wasn’t correct, why, what changed the character’s usual/normal behavior?

SELF-QUESTIONING

-How do you think the character will solve his/her problem? Why do you think that?

SELF-MONITORING

I reread parts of page _______ and now I am thinking ______________ .

Different reasons to reread:

-confused

-lost focus

-interesting

-funny/want to share
-want to try what author did in MY own writing
SETTING

Is the setting important to the story? If so, how?

INFERRING
-What could be a theme or lesson of this book? Why?

-Who or what do your characters represent in life? Explain. 
-Think about the story and ask, “What lessons or ideas is this text suggesting?” We keep in mind stories are about more than one idea.

-Think about parts of the text that could stand for something bigger. We use these parts to spark ideas.

WORD CHOICE: Mood and Tone

-Any word choice that the author uses that sets the mood, tone of a passage? Explain.

SYNTHESIZING

-What are the most important events up to this point? What are the impact/effect of these events on the characters, their relationships, and the plot?
-What issues are you seeing in this book/scene/chapter? 
-Write down interesting thoughts you have/theories you are developing

FLUENCY

-Write a sentence or passage where the punctuation guided your expression of how you read it (and reading it without that expression would have changed the meaning of the words/sentence.)

DETERMINING IMPORTANCE
-Read each chapter thinking that a significant event is likely to happen to a character. At the end of the chapter, think about what event made the character change or act differently.

REACTING
-What do you think about that part?

-Do I like the character? Why or why not?

-Would I make the same decisions as the character if I were in her shoes? Why or why not?

-The author describes the character as…I would use different _____ such as…because…

-I think the character acted out of character on page___. I think the character acted this way because…

Nonfiction Synthesis (articles, newspapers, magazines, non-fiction books, etc.)
-Look at headings, pictures, and main text: what is the topic and what does the author mostly talk about (what are all of these parts mainly/mostly about?) It should be a sentence not one word.

Thinking critically about one of the Main Characters in your book:

· What kind of person is he/she? (2-3 traits)

· What examples from the book prove he/she is like that (referring to the traits you used to describe your character)?

· Do you like the character? Why or why not?

· Think of one major decision in the book-would you make the same decision? Why or why not?

· Did your thoughts/feelings about the main character change from beginning to end?

· Any influential relationships in the book impact the main character’s decisions?

· The main character (or the author of the book) may describe themselves (the character) in one way: patient, passionate, loving, etc. Do you agree with the description or do you see the character in a different light (and use different traits to describe them)?
· What is the nature of relationships between characters?



-reasons for the relationship being positive or negative



-background of the relationship



-changes in relationships and causes of these changes

· What obstacles does the character face and how does the character try to solve them OR how did this obstacle make things worse, OR how does the obstacle change the character or plot of the book?

Writing Long Options 

· Any connections that helped you understand the book. Explain. 

· Discuss similarities between other books you have read or that have been read aloud to you and connect it to the current book you have finished: similar themes, similar relationships, similar problems, similar characters, etc. 

· Comments on possible themes in the book and support it with examples from the text. Explain.

· Comments on why one part of the book was important to the story. Explain.

· Questions about the book that remain unanswered. Explain.

· Comments about how the book made you wonder about people and the world. Explain.

· Comments about how you felt after reading the book and what in the book made you feel this way. Explain.

· How the book helped you as a reader – what you learned about reading or about yourself as a reader after reading this book. Explain.

· Comments on certain “significant” phrases or words from the book. Explain.

· Comments on the way the author crafted the book (different literary devices that were important such as flashback, flash forward, symbolism, etc. OR Different craft that author uses that makes the writing strong.). Provide examples from the book (sentences or short passages). Explain what you enjoyed about the craft and/or how it made the writing stronger. 

· Think of three decisions a character made and explain what the decisions taught you about the character. Explain.
· If you are reading a series, before you move onto the next book in the series write long about what you already know about the time period, characters, relationships, setting, etc.
· Titles and front covers are often symbolic (always meaningful). What does the cover and title represent? What deeper meaning does it have? You could do this for chapter titles as well.

· Write a quote you love from the book and explain why you love it, what it means in connection to the book and what it means to you/your life. 

· Put an inanimate object, issue, or symbol from the book in the middle of a square(you draw the square in your RNB). Then on each side of the square, write a character’s name and explain how that character was influenced or impacted by what is in the middle of the square.

· Other things you are wondering/thinking about now that the book is finished. Write long about them to explore them/deepen your understanding. 
